EAST-NOSTRATIC: ALTAIC AND DRAVIDIAN
Karl Menges

Most comparative historical research into cognates sterts with
lexical material and neglects other domaine of language. Naturally , it is
the entire word with which the explorer of Ilittle-known or unknown
lenguages 1s confronted first; thus, the basic works concerning the
reletionship of lenguages are founded upon lexical material. But this
approach cen be very elusive, as shown by the evidence of New English,
Osman-Turkish, Maelay, Korean, Japanese, Annamite, and a number of other
languages. With the progress of time and research, 1t has become evident
that phonological and grammatical facts are of no lesser significance. In a
similer way, with some variation, phonology and syntax are open to
influences from outside—although to & lesser degree than the lexical stock.

Most resistent ageinst foreign influences is always morphology.
Morpholagical resistance is recognizable aven in languages which have lost
their morphology to a considerable degree-e.g. New English-and can
probably be considersd a language universal. Thus, parallels or even
identical festures, including prae-, in-, and suffixes, are the very
fundementals of genetic relationships among languages. The applicability
of such features mey diminish in instances of greatly disturbed linguistic
development caused by migrations, conquests, ethnic mixture or
absorption, or political repression, and in instences of temporary
mekeshift communication such as pidgins, crecles, and the like, which are
mostly isolated, 1ocal, transient phenomena.

Of the three Outer Altaic language families——Korean, Japanese, and
Ryukyu--Korean, in contradistinction to the others, poses & number of
problems which must be due to the presence of sub- and adstratas
indigenous to the Korean Peninsula. Of the non-Altaic lenguages still
extant in that ares, Nivx (Giljak) and Alnu, in their earlier stages, ars to
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The East Nostratic unity of Uralic, Alteic, and Drevidian has become
clesriy racognizebls. Thess languages form a closely bound entity,
related in turn to West Nostratic, Indo-European, Kartvelian, and Afro-
Asiatic. At the present stage of research, no other lenguages cen be
classified with East Nostretic. Wwhile Jukagir is probably an ancient
offshoot of Uralic, Chukchi-Kamchadal is not a Uralic language, though it
shows some related features. It remains to be seen whether it, along with
Eckimo-Aleut, might be viewed in terms of a more remote genetic
relationship with East Nostratic. On the other hand, Languages such as
Afnu, Giljak, Jenisajic, Nahali (in central Indie) and Burushaski (in the
Hunza-Nager District, . Himalayas) cennot be included in Nostratic. This
conclusion, | think, is likewise valid for Elamite, Sumerian, Northwest and
Northeast Caucasian, and the ancient Cauceso-Mediterranean (Paleo-
European) languages, of which Basque i3 the sole survivor.

| do not feel competent io judge the situation of Afro-Asiatic, which
has extended far into Central Africa. ‘Within this lerge family, | am
amazed ot both the quentity and quality of features of genetic relationship
with other families, which would rather warrant the maintenance of
Afro-Asiatic within wWest Nostratic or, at 1east, Nostratic.
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